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DANCING IN THE STREETS

Story and photos by SARA GLASSMAN - sglassman@startribune.com

hile some peo-
ple spent summer
Thursdays watch-
ing “So You Think You Can
Dance,” others made the show
a reality on Landmark Plaza.
For two months, the
Summer Dance Se-
ries brought a wide variety of
dancing styles — from salsa to
reggae — to the streets of St.
Paul. After getting a quick les-
son from a pro, families, cou-
ples and singles took part in the
dance of the evening.

A recent Irish-themed night
featured “Riverdance”-style
step-dancing instruction and
a full set from the Belfast Cow-
boys, while regulars showed off
their fancy footwork.

“You can't beat outdoor
dancing,” said Debbie Sonsalla,
who went almost every week
with her partner, Mark Cohen.
Her favorite theme of the sum-
mer was “polka, because we
don't get to do so often.”

i Youmans came from
St. Louis Park because she likes
“to dance and it's a free event.”

The evening attracted a few
people who traveled a bit far-
ther to sample a bit of Minne-
sota-style Irish culture, includ-
ing Ashleigh Bingham. The
Belfast resident was in Min-
nesota as a chaperone for the
Children's Program of North-
ern Ireland. She came expect-
ing to see some of her country-
men. “It's not the real Belfast
cowboys, but the Minnesota
version is still pretty good.”

Sometimes you never know
where your travels — or luck
— will take you.
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1. Mark Cohen and Debbie Sonsalla, 2. Emmy and Hannah Kostecki. 3. Steve and Molly Roark, Craig Buske, Margi Yournans and Hugh Br
5. Ashleigh Bingham, Sean Haveron and Jacqui McEwen. 6. Kate, Timmy and Michael Flynn. 7. Tom and Tordis Youngren.
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own. 4. John Ryan and Nancy Norling.




