
Introduce your students to a primary source they can walk around in!

Contact Minnesota Landmarks at 651-292-3237 for more information!

UNCLE SAM

WORKED HERE!Guided School Tours of

GUIDED SCHOOL TOURS ARE AVAILABLE!

Uncle Sam Worked Here, a permanent exhibit funded by the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, explores the history 
of Landmark Center when it was the Federal Building in 
downtown St. Paul. The exhibit covers the time from the 
building’s construction in 1900 until it was decommissioned 
by the federal government in the 1960s.

One -hour Field Trip (with 45-minute guided tour + Q&A)

Class size: 20 - 25 students; more with additional supervision 
Easy access on public transportation

School bus cost support on First-come, first serve basis



Citizenship:

Federal role in turning 
immigration into

 citizens

3rd & 4th Graders:

American Laws & 
Symbols:

Federal courtrooms & 
the symbols they 
embody in the 
building’s ornate, 
ceremonial spaces

5th & 6th Graders:

Westward 
Expansion:

The role of U.S. Sur-
veyor General’s office 
in creating historical 
survey maps of Minne-
sota

Minnesota History:

The growth of the 
region and 
transportation and 
impact on St. Paul and 
surrounding areas

1st & 2nd Graders:

A Fresh Approach to Social Studies & 
Civics with Uncle Sam Worked Here:

First-hand Accounts of People from the Past:

The diary of James Shields, clerk for the U.S.  
Customhouse on the 2nd floor

Oral history of Christine Costello and her  
immigrant’s journey from Germany to the  
United States

Community Stories:

     Post office & its role in the community

     Volunteers worked together to save the Building

     The job of architect Edward Barber designing state park building

     The story of young Alberta Kirchner Hill, growing up on her father’s riverboat 

St. Paul native Harry Blackmun’s rise from clerk to U.S. Supreme Court Justice

www.landmarkcenter.org

Historical Timelines:

A timeline of events in 
the building and the 
world in the 20th 
century

St. Paul & U.S. 
History:

Architecture of 1900 
Federal Building, the 
first Minnesota building 
on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places



U.S. and Minnesota 
History: 

Recording of the oral 
history of a Minne-
sota immigrant in the 
1950s

The Great 
Depression:

WPA art classes on 
the 5th floor

Geography:

Maps created in the 
Surveyor General’s 
office

History Day:

A wide range of possible topics to consider:
New Deal (National Park Service architect offices, Public Works 
Administration (PWA), and more!)
James J. Hill (testimony for landmark Northern Securities 
anti-trust case on 2nd floor)
Prohibition (gangster trials, FBI & Andrew Volstead’s offices)
Westward Expansion (U.S. Surveyor General’s frontier land 
surveys in Minnesota)
Commerce (U.S. Engineers & the dredging of the Mississippi 
River for cargo traffic in the early 1900s)
Immigration (citizenship oaths in courtrooms)

9th & 10th Graders:

U.S. and Minnesota 
History: 

New Deal agencies in 
the building - from 
architect’s offices to art 
classes!

Urbanization:

Public Works Administration 
(PWA) office that oversaw 
the construction of sewer 
lines and a water treatment 
plant in the 1930s to clean 
up the Mississippi River and 
improve the Twin Cities’ 
environment.

11th & 12th Graders:

American 
Government:

Real examples of Prohibition-
era trials that demonstrate the 
balance of powers 
among the three branches of 
govern-ment

World War I:

Oral reenactment of 
trial for Rose Pastor 
Stokes, tried for trea-
son in World War I

7th & 8th Graders:

A Fresh Approach to Social Studies & 
Civics with Uncle Sam Worked Here:

Economics:

Historical perspective on government 
regulations with excerpts from James J. 
Hill’s deposition in the anti-trust Northern 
Securities case.

Examination of the federal government’s 
New Deal response to the Economic 
depression of the 1930s.

Immigration:

Federal courts role in 
immigrants becoming U.S. 
citizens
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